
Our Lady of Indiana 

Our Regional Prayer —  

a Gift from St. Francis 

Holy Virgin Mary, among all 

women born into the world, 

there is none like you.  Daugh-

ter and Handmaid of the Most 

High, sovereign King, the 

heavenly Father, Mother of our 

most holy Lord Jesus Christ, 

Spouse of the Holy Spirit. 

Pray for us with St. Michael the 

archangel and with all the pow-

ers of the heavens and with all 

the saints together with your 

most holy beloved Son, Lord 

and teacher. 
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iar to/carried by many Secular Francis-
cans.  Often fraternities read and reflect 
on a certain article of the Rule at each 
gathering. The daily posting on the Re-
gional fraternity email list offers an arti-
cle of the Rule, General Constitutions, 
National Statutes, Admonitions of St. 
Francis, in rotation. 

Each evening’s examination of con-
science should include asking ourselves – 
have I lived the Rule this day? 

General Constitutions – This document 
has so many answers to questions we do 
not yet even know we have. It is the how, 
the who, the what, the why, and the why 
not of fraternity life. If your fraternity 
council has a question about ANYTHING – 
this is the first place they should look. 
When we require an election every three 
years – it is not something we have arbi-
trarily made up… Articles 76 to 84 ex-
plain.  Visitations – Articles 92 to 95.   

I was at a gathering of formation direc-

A Message from our Regional Minister: 

Kathleen White, OFS 

“Secular Franciscans, 
therefore, should seek to 

encounter the living and   

active person of Christ in 
their brothers and sisters, in 

Sacred Scripture, in the 
Church, and in liturgical   

activity. The faith of St. Fran-
cis, who often  said, “I see 

nothing bodily of the Most 
High Son of God in this 

world except His most holy 

body and blood,” should be 
the inspiration and pattern 

of their Eucharistic life 
(RULE, Chapter Two: The 

Way of Life, # 5)”. 

What We Have Promised to Live . . . 

Regional Fraternity—Secular Franciscan Order  

How essential are the Es-
sential Documents?   Short 
answer: very.  Long an-
swer: Each fraternity coun-
cil member should have a 
complete set of the Essen-
tial Documents of the Sec-

ular Franciscan Order: The Rule, the 
General Constitutions, the National Stat-
utes, and the Regional Guidelines.  Each 
member of the fraternity should be fa-
miliar with, if not own, copies as 
well.  Why, you ask.  Good question.  

The Rule – this is what we profess to 
follow.  “I promise to live all the days of 
my life the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Secular Franciscan Order by 
observing its rule of life.” We cannot 
promise to observe what we don’t 
know.  Each person at any/all stages of 
formation should be exposed to, read, 
come to understand, and eventually fol-
low the Rule of the Secular Franciscan 
Order.  The Little Red Rule Book is famil-

NAFRA Theme for 2015:  “Be the joyful face of Christ to All” 
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tors many years ago and we were 
discussing parts of the General 
Constitutions. One Formation Di-
rector made the statement that 
these documents were not for us. I 
vehemently refuted what this per-
son said and spent a lot of time 
and effort to try to undo the dam-
age done in that moment.   

National Statutes – Understand 
that each nation that has Secular 
Franciscans has their own set of 
National Statutes, setting their 
own minimum age for profession 
(Art 19.3b), the distinctive sign of 
the order (Art 16), and other regu-
lations.  Each nation’s Statutes had 
to be approved by the Internation-
al Fraternity Council (CIOFS) and 
any additions or corrections must 
also be approved by the next high-
er council. Again, an essential doc-
ument. 

Regional Guidelines – At the time 
of Regionalization each newly 
forming regional fraternity was 
encouraged to write guidelines 
(Statutes would have to be ap-
proved by the next higher fraterni-
ty council, whereas guidelines are 
approved by that entity’s council). 
Our original Guidelines, approved 
by the full Council at the time, 
were 14 pages long. After we lived 
with those for a few years, we re-
read them and removed anything 
that was already spelled out in the 
General Constitutions and Nation-
al Statutes. Our Guidelines are 
now only 4 pages, and we will be 
proposing 2 new Articles for the 
approval of the full Council at 
Mats in November.   

The Ritual – This book is used for 
prayers for every council and fra-
ternity gathering, every election 

and visitation, for the Rites of 
Welcoming and Admission, and 
for the Rite of Profession.  Every 
member of the fraternity should 
own a Ritual. 

Statutes of the International Fra-
ternity and Statutes for Spiritual 
and Pastoral Assistance to the 
Secular Franciscan Order are 
also part of the Essential Docu-
ments.  Interesting reading!  But 
please familiarize yourself with 
the above mentioneds docu-
ments first! 

The National Fraternity published 
a book that has these documents 
(minus each regional fraternity’s 
guidelines) - it is for sale as listed 
in the back of each issue of TAU-
USA (or at Unity Day).  Or you 
can do what many people do – 
download these documents and 
keep everything in a three-ring 
binder.  Either way – we each 
have the responsibility to know 
of these documents, use these 
documents, and most essentially 
– live these governing documents 
if we are to be fully informed 
members of the Secular Francis-
can Order.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Kathleen White, OFS : Regional Minister 

David Dieringer, OFS: Regional Vice-

Minister 

Ruthi Carrillo, OFS: Regional Secretary 

Sharon Roberts, OFS: Regional Treasurer 

Bill Jannausch, OFS :                                           

Regional Formation Director  

Sr. Agnes Marie Regan, OFS :Regional   

Spiritual Assistant 

Bill Duffy, OFS, Linda Grady, OFS,  Maria 

Garrido Merida, OFS : Regional Councilors 

 

Don’t forget to add this date                    

to your calendars: 

UNITY DAY 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 

Kokomo, IN 

August 8. 2015 



Thoughts from our Regional Vice-Minister, Dave Dieringer, OFS 

My dear sisters and brothers,   

For the past few months, we have 
been hearing about the efforts of 
the Regional Council preparing for 
and establishing a venue to 
properly train our fellow brothers 
and sisters to be Spiritual Assis-
tants.  I have been asked on nu-
merous occasions, “What does a 
Spiritual Assistant do? 

 A Spiritual Assistant is one who 
serves a Secular Franciscan Fra-
ternity as a member of that fra-
ternity's council and who is spe-
cially charged with maintaining 
the "vital reciprocity" between the 
OFS, the 1st Order/TOR, and the 
Church.  A Spiritual Assistant to 
the OFS links both the Church and 
the Franciscan First Order/TOR to 
the OFS.  Spiritual assistants are 
responsible for fulfilling the man-
date of the Church to assure the 
OFS's relationship to the Church 
and for maintaining the Francis-
can family connections between 
the OFS and the First Order 
(O.F.M., O.F.M. Conventuals, 
O.F.M. Capuchins)/TOR (Third 
Order Regular).  Spiritual Assis-
tants participate in the altius 
moderamen, i.e., the 1st Order/
TOR's responsibility to guarantee 
the OFS's fidelity to the Francis-
can charism, communion with the 
Church and a life-giving union 
within the Franciscan family.  The 
First Order/TOR major superiors 
or their delegated General/
Provincial Spiritual Assistants ap-
point Spiritual Assistants to vari-
ous levels of the OFS.  Spiritual 
Assistants need knowledge and 
experience to enable them to give 
appropriate and competent spir-
itual assistance to local, regional, 

national and international coun-
cils. 

     The principal task of the as-
sistant is to communicate Fran-
ciscan spirituality and to co-
operate in the initial and contin-
uing formation of the brothers 
and sisters of a fraternity. (Gen'l. 

Constitutions, Art.90.1)   The Spiritu-
al Assistant is to be a witness of 
Franciscan spirituality and of the 
fraternal affection of the reli-
gious towards the Secular Fran-
ciscans and to be a bond of 
communion between the First 
Order/TOR and the SFO. 
(Statutes for Spiritual & Pastoral 
Assistance to the SFO, Art. 
12.2.) 

      A Spiritual Assistant is not a 
director of fraternity life.  Ra-
ther, the Spiritual Assistant par-
ticipates as an equal member of 
a council, assists in the ongoing 
formation of the council, and 
participates in the discussions 
and decisions of the coun-

cil.  The local SA also assists with 
the initial formation provided to 
those who are preparing to come 
into the Order. 

     A Spiritual Assistant can be a 
member of the 1st Order/TOR, of 
the 2nd Order (Poor Clares), or of 
one of the orders of sisters who 
follow the TOR rule, or a trained 
Secular Franciscan, or a diocesan 
or other priest or deacon. 

As the vocations of the 1st Order/
TOR are declining, we MUST in-
sure that our Spiritual Assistants 
are suitably prepared and 
trained! It is not a task for the 
faint hearted!  Through the years, 
we have had great examples of 
brothers and sisters providing 
outstanding spiritual assis-
tance.  PRAY, that in the up-
coming years, we can continue 
that tradition! 

 
Your servant and HIS, Dave 

Our Lady of Indiana Regional Fraternity 

sends heartfelt greetings, blessings, and the assurance of 

prayer to our Franciscan brother  

Fr. Lester Bach, OFM Cap 

as he celebrates his Diamond Jubilee (65 years) as a Capuchin Friar. 

What a gift you have been to the whole Franciscan Family 

and to the Secular Franciscan Family in particular! 



Since childhood, one of my favor-

ite Gospel stories is that of Jesus 

sleeping in the back of Peter’s 

boat while the wind, sea, and sky 

were raging around them.  The 

disciples came, woke him, and 

said, “Lord, save us!  We are per-

ishing!”  Jesus said to them, 

“Why are you terrified. O you of 

little faith”.  We all know what 

Jesus did next!  But that was not 

the end of their lack of faith and 

hope.  Years later, the Evangelist 

Mark ends his Gospel with the 

words, “ And look, I am with you 

always: yes, to the end of time”.  

After all that they had witnessed 

didn’t the disciples “get it?” 

Our contemporary world, a small 

boat on the sometimes turbulent 

sea of the Universe, is without 

doubt being tossed, turned, 

blown, and assaulted from every 

side ethically, morally, and in 

every way possible.  The ever 

present assaults of a Godless me-

dia and society bombard us day 

in and day out.  Surely all of us 

are crying out, “Lord, save us!”   

But to the disciples credit and 

despite Jesus’ chiding them for 

their lack of faith, they did know 

exactly which one of their seafar-

ing shipmates had a life-saving 

solution for them.  Jesus, of 

course!  

As Franciscans, to whom shall we 

go? And what is our stance to 

be? The words of St. Francis and 

the writings of Thomas of Celano 

provide several hints that can 

color our peace and joy so that 

nothing can disturb our inmost 

thoughts and being. 

At the end of his life, Francis’ so-

journ at La Verna and the searing 

marks of Jesus burned in his 

flesh was also the venue for him 

composing “The Praise of God” — 

one of the most beautiful and 

poetic of his works.  Prayed care-

fully, one notes that there is one 

virtue for which Francis praises 

God twice.  In both lines 4 and 5 

he writes, “You are our hope!” He 

does not repeat any of the other 

qualities which he ascribes to 

God (Cf. FA:ED, I, p. 109). Just 

the virtue of hope! 

Not many months from the time 

at La Verna, when he was near-

ing death suffering both physical-

ly, spiritually, and in so many 

other ways, he wrote “The Canti-

Reflections from our Spiritual Assistant, 

 Sr. Agnes Marie, OSF 

cle of the Creatures” — one of 

the world’s most beloved and 

spiritually exhilarating literary 

compositions.  Remember, he 

was suffering from blindness, 

what some suggest may have 

been a form of leprosy, he had 

been deposed by his own broth-

ers as the head of his fraternity, 

and the secular world around 

him — well, it wasn’t in any bet-

ter condition than ours! The sev-

en capital sins were practiced 

with gusto in that Godless world 

just as they are in ours. 

But instead of cursing the dark-

ness and falling into despair, 

depression, despondency and to 

cursing the craziness around 

him, Francis  wrote two of the 

world’s most sublime praises of 

our God.  He surely had inter-

nalized to the nth degree the 

reasons for joy that he wrote in 

his “Earlier Exhortation to the 

Brothers and Sisters of Pen-

ance”, namely:  We are  

Con’t on page 5 

This fresco by Giotto can be seen above 

the entrance to St. Peter’s Basilica  — if 

one turns around and looks up above the 

entrance 



Con’t from page 4 

“spouses”, “brothers, “mothers”, 

we have a “great Father in heav-

en”, we have “such a beautiful 

and wonderful Spouse”, and we 

“have such a Brother and such a 

Son, Our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (FA;ED, I, p. 42.)  Who 

could be unhappy after praying 

those thoughts into the deepest 

crevasses of his soul and spirit? 

In addition, in one the fragments 

of his writings from an earlier pe-

riod in his life, Francis said, “And 

let them be careful that they do 

not show themselves outwardly as 

sad and depressed hypocrites, but 

let them show themselves as re-

joicing in the Lord and fittingly 

grateful ( FA:ED, I, p. 93-94).   

And in Compline from “The Office 

of the Passion” he wrote, ‘My 

heart shall rejoice in your salva-

tion; I will sing to the Lord Who 

gives me good things (FA;ED, I, 

p. 154).  

All this to say, Francis, despite his 

own illnesses and the evils around 

him, was a man of complete trust 

in God and a radiant source of joy 

to those around him.  Jesus was 

his delight and his joy! 

Let us fast forward to the present: 

all the world is delighted by the 

joyful presence of our Holy Father 

Pope Francis, who radiates joy — 

despite what he knows so well of 

the worlds illnesses.  In one of 

his General Audiences on 

Wednesday, October 20, 

2013, he said, “Let us go for-

ward on this journey trust, 

with joy”.   His predecessor, 

Pope Benedict XVI,  reminded 

us in his encyclical “God is 

Love”, “Faith tells us that God 

his given his Son for our sakes 

and gives us the victorious 

certainty that it is really true:  

God is love!  It thus trans-

forms our impatience and our 

doubts into the sure hope that 

God holds the world in his 

hand and that, as the dra-

matic imagery of the end of 

the Book of Revelation points 

out, in spite of all darkness he 

ultimately triumphs in glory 

(“God is Love”, 39)”. 

For us Franciscans it has been 

our promise to live the Gospel 

with the “joy that no one can 

take from us” as Jesus prom-

ised; it is our heritage to 

spread the joy taught by our 

Holy Father St. Francis by his 

life and in his darkest mo-

ments; and it is task to wit-

ness to the whole world, side 

by side, with our Holy Father 

Francis to the joy which Jesus 

is for each of us. 

We are not Pollyannas. ro-

mantic idealists, or cockeyed opti-

mists anymore than Jesus, Francis 

of Assisi, or Pope Francis.  But we 

do believe that Jesus is Lord! So 

the next time we’re tempted to 

hurl negative epithets at the 

world, we would do well to pray 

the following prayer: 

 Most High,  glorious God, en-

lighten the darkness of my 

heart and give me true faith, 

certain hope, and perfect 

charity, sense and knowledge, 

Lord, that I may carry out 

Your holy and true command. 

That “holy and true command” 

can only be borne witness to suc-

cessfully by a joy filled messenger 

who knows to the core of his or 

her being that “Jesus is Lord”. 

No sad sacks or crepe hangers 

need apply! 

 

 

 

 



News and Views from Around Our Lady of Indiana Regional Fraternity . . . 

ST. BONIFACE FRATERNITY of 
Lafayette: 
The occa-
sion of a 
Pastoral 
Visit to St. 
Boniface 
Fraternity 
in Lafa-
yette on May 3, 2015 was a joy-
ous occasion for all.  What a hap-
py Franciscan family! 
 
ST. CHARLES FRATERNITY of 
Fort Wayne:  is rejoicing with 
four of our brothers and sisters 
who are celebrating SPECIAL 
Profession Anniversaries this 
year:  Barbara Guevara (50 
years), Deloris Jockerst (78 
years), Charles Lothamer (50 
years, and Eileen Firestine (68 
years).  Congratulations from all 
of us in Our Lady of Indiana Re-
gional Fraternity! 
 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION FRA-
TERNITY of Mishawaka prepares 
and serves breakfast to the folks 
at “Our Lady of the Road” shelter 
in South Bend on the fourth Sun-
day of the Month.  Guests usually 
number about 100 persons ready 
for a home cooked, warm meal. 
 
They will also joyfully celebrate 
the Profession of Peg Salkay, 
OFS, Julie Scalise, OFS, and Amy 
Porter, OFS, on July 18, 2015.   
 
HOLY FAMILY FRATERNITY of 
Fort Wayne has a talented group 
of Candidates who have formed 
the ‘PAX et BONUM’ choir.  This 
happy group provided music for 
Morning Prayer during our Trien-
nial Visit at the University of St. 
Francis on June 13, 2015, and 
will enhance our liturgical cele-
brations during Unity Day in Ko-

komo on August 8.  We’re all grateful 
for their willingness to share their tal-
ents and beautiful voices to lead us 
and support us in prayer.  It was St. 
Augustine who said, “The one who 
sings, prays twice”.  Thank you, dear 
brothers and sisters! 
 
PRAYERS NEEDED:  For Tom Bello, 
OFS, National Minister, who is having 
health difficulties.  Also, for all our 
brothers and sisters throughout Our 
Lady of Indiana Regional Fraternity 
who are suffering in any way, in need 
of work, having family difficulties, etc.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Joe Hig-
ginbotham, OFS, of Immaculate Con-
ception Fraternity in Mishawaka.  The 
Commission for the Family has pur-
chased 4,000 copies of Joe’s story-
book based on the “Little Flowers of 
St. Francis” for distribution in Balti-
more during Pope Francis’s visit.  An 
added feather in Joe’s cap:  Scholastic 
Magazine has requested 10,000 cop-
ies for sale through their auspices in 
schools throughout the USA.  What a 
Franciscan evangelizer!  YOU GO, 
BROTHER! 
 

 

"The future of our Franciscan 

lives must be grounded in a 

permanent, living encoun-

ter with the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  This is the first and 

permanently essential ele-

ment of our Franciscan iden-

tity.  It is this encounter 

that provides us with vi-

sion, courage and a capac-

ity to reach out beyond 

ourselves, opening our lives 

to our brothers in fraternity."  

- General Minister Michael A. Perry, 

OFM Report to the General Chapter 

Assisi, 2015. 

 The Ministers General of the 1st 

Order and the TOR Friars have 

issued a letter in view of the upcom-

ing 8th centenary of the Pardon of 

Assisi(2016) and the 5th centenary 

of Pope Leo X’s “Bull of Un-

ion” (2017).  They are proposing a 

Synod of the Franciscan Families as 

part of a four-year itinerary (2015-

18) for those anniversaries.  Each 

year will include an international 

event in Assisi. 

Painting in the Portiuncula in Assisi depicting the 

“Pardon of Assisi” by Prete Ilario. 

In the Footsteps of the Apostles in Rome 

and of Francis and Clare In Assisi 

Pilgrimage:  October 10—20, 2016 

Year of Celebration of the “Pardon of Assisi” 

Fr. James Kendzierski, OFM                                

Sr. Agnes Marie, Regan, OSF 

More information to come soon! 
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F A Challenging Reflection by Fr. Michael Perry, OFM, Minister General 

 Creating a Tsunami . . . 

 

"The future of our Franciscan religious vocation hangs in the bal-

ance.  We must once again confront the threat of further reduction and po-

tential extinction unless and until we renew our total and unequivocal 

commitment to follow the Lord Jesus, and allow this to take control 

and direct all of our subsequent choices and actions. We can no longer 

stand with 'one foot in' our religious commitment, while leaving 

the other foot dangling outside,  probing the horizons of our contempo-

rary disjointed world and cultures for seemingly better opportunities. We 

are at a tipping point in the life of the Order when we must make a 

choice to live totally for God,  to embrace fully our evangelical vocation, 

living in joy and with courage, and engaging all of our energies so as to mu-

tually embrace and assist one another in this fantastic but difficult         

Franciscan adventure." 

 

- General Minister Michael A. Perry, OFM Report to the General Chapter,  

Assisi, May, 2015, at Our Lady of the Angels - 

Fr. Matthew Perry, OFM , and 

Bishop Sorrentino at OFM 

General Chapter 

Friars kissing the Gospel book 

in the hands of Matthew Perry, 

OFM, Minister General  

Fr. Kevin 

Queally, TOR, 

and Our Lady 

of Indiana Re-

gional Fraterni-

ty Executive 

Council 

The Triennial Visitation of Our Lady of 

Indiana Regional Fraternity was held 

from June 12—14, 2015, at the Uni-

versity of St. Francis in Fort Wayne, by 

Fr. Kevin Queally, TOR, representing 

Tom Bello, OFS, who was taken ill at 

the last moment. Though missing 

Tom, we were all delighted by the 

powerful messages given to us by Fr. 

Kevin, especially his deep love for his 

own call to be Franciscan.  Coupled 

with Fr. Kevin’s wonderful sense of 

humor, we were all delighted at the 

time we spent together. 

Besides a plethora of inspirational mes-

sages, Fr. Kevin led us in a worthwhile 

reflection on the positive attributes of 

each of our fraternities as well as those 

areas in need of “upgrading”.  

St. Francis’ “Office of the Passion” for 

Morning Prayer, the Divine Office for 

Evening Prayer, and the celebration of 

Mass were the prayerful supports of 

our fraternal time together where eve-

ryone's needs in Our Lady of Indiana 

Regional Fraternity were brought be-

fore the Lord. 



From                          

Our Lady of Indiana  

Regional Fraternity,  

Sister Death has     

welcomed home... 

 

Mother of Tibor Kauser, OFS 

Minister General  SFO 

 

SACRED HEART FRATERNITY 

Shaun Michelle Murphy, OFS 
(April 2, 2015) 

Our Lady of Indiana Regional Fra-
ternity continues to offer all our 
brothers and sisters an opportuni-
ty for enriching and deepening 
their understanding of the Francis-
can calling and charism. 

Originally the basic purpose of 
these Study Days was and re-
mains to provide additional spir-
itual enrichment possibilities for 
the training of Spiritual Assistants 
for those fraternities in Our Lady 
of Indiana Regional Fraternity who 
are without an SA.  However, it 
was soon recognized that the pre-
senters and topics for these ses-
sions would be of value for each 
and every brother and sister of 
our regional fraternity.  

Following is a brief description of 
the three remaining Regional 
Study Days as they presently look, 
subject, of course, to God’s plan  

 

STUDY DAY III:  July 11, 2015 

Topic:  “The Vocation, Charism, 
and Mission of Secular Francis-
cans” and “Forming Franciscans in 
the Spirit of St. Fran-
cis”.  Our presenter will 
be Fr. Jerome Wolbert, 
OFM, Provincial Spiritu-
al Assistant of Assump-
tion Province. 

 

STUDY DAY IV:  October 24, 2015 

Morning Topic I:  “The 
Role and Responsibilities 
of an SA”.  Presenters 
are our very own broth-
ers, Dave Dieringer, 
OFS, and Bill Jannausch, 

OFS.  This session only for poten-
tial SAs.  

Morning Topic II:  
“Getting to Know our 
Brother Bonaventure”.  
Presenter is Sr. Felicity 
Dorsett, OSF, Faculty 
of the University of St. 
Francis in Fort Wayne. 

Afternoon:  Topic:  “Pathway to 
Profession: A Beginning 
but a Way of Life for All 
of Us” as presented by 
our Regional Minister, 
Kathleen White, OFS.   

 

STUDY DAY V:  January 23, 2016 

Topic:  “Franciscan 
Prayer: the Heart and 
Soul of Our Franciscan 
Vocation”.  Our very 
own brother Rev. Mr. 
Bill Gallagher, OFS. 
Deacon of Sacred Heart Parish, 
Notre Dame, IN. 

 

If you still would be interested in 
joining us, please contact Sr. Ag-
nes Marie, OSF, to register so that 
sufficient materials may be pre-
pared: 

Email: agnes.marie.regan@gmail.com 

Telephone:  574-259-5427 

 

 

 

Franciscan Enrichment Possibilities:  Study Days  



 

 

 

Our  Lady  o f  Ind i ana  Reg io na l  Frat ern i ty  

Also, like us on  

Facebook 

To join OUR LADY OF INDIANA list-serve send a 

blank email to: 

 

OLI-Region-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

 

You’ll be happy you did.  See you there! 

July 11:  SA Formation / Enrichment at St. Joan of Arc in Kokomo:  Fr. Je-

rome Wolbert, OFM, will be our Presenter;  Topic:  “The Vocation, Charism, 

and Mission of OFS”  and “Forming Franciscans in the Spirit of St. Francis” 

August 8:  Unity Day at St. Joan of Arc in Kokomo.  Mass at 10:00 a.m. 

September 12:  Fall Formation Team Workshop, St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo 

October 10:  Regional Executive Council at St. Joan of Arc in Kokomo 

October 13-18: National Elective Chapter, New Jersey (Regional Minister or 

delegate attends) 

October 24:  Regional Study Day at St. Joan of Arc.  Presenters include:  Bill 

Jannausch, OFS and David Dieringer OFS, giving a presentation and guid-

ance to those in the Spiritual Assistant Track; Sr. Felicity Dorsett, OSF, of 

the University of St. Francis speaking to the rest of us about “Our Brother 

Bonaventure”; and Kathleen White, OFS, who will lead our afternoon reflec-

tions on the “Spirituality of Profession”.  

November 14:  Fall Chapter of Mats—St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo 

January 23, 2016:  A whole day to spend time praying and reflecting on the 

nature and beauty of “Our Franciscan Prayer Heritage” by Rev. Mr. Bill Gal-

lagher, OFS. 

2015-16  Dates to Remember 

A Message from our Holy Father,  

Pope Francis 

  

Dear brothers [and sisters], continue to go into this cloister [the 

whole world], which is the whole world, driven by Christ's love, as St. 

Francis invites you to do when he says 'I counsel, warn and exhort my 

friars in the Lord Jesus Christ, that when they go about through the 

world, they are not to quarrel nor contend in words, nor are they to 

judge others, but they are to be meek, peaceable and modest, meek 

and humble, speaking uprightly to all, as is fitting. ... Into whatever 

house they may enter, first let them say: 'Peace to this house', and it is 

lawful to eat any of the foods which are placed before them'. This last 

thing is good!"   

 

 

Walking in the footsteps 

of Saint Francis and          

St. Clare of Assisi               

as Secular Franciscans. 

Your growing Regional News-

letter Staff — more or less: 

Mary Andrews, OFS 

John Cheeseman, OFS 

Mary Mitchell, OFS 

Sr. Agnes Marie, OSF 

Who else’s name should be 

here?  Yours? 


