The Franciscan Journey

Readings

Praises of St. Francis – Bernard of Besse
St Francis of Assisi – The Prophet Vol 3
Pages 63-65

1

Ch 02

The Franciscan Journey

Readings

Ch 02

LEGEND OF THE THREE COMPANIONS
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI – THE FOUNDER VOL 2
CHAPTER III – PAGES 71-74

BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est Par 36-37

36. When we consider the immensity of others'
needs, we can, on the one hand, be driven towards
an ideology that would aim at doing what God's
governance of the world apparently cannot: fully
resolving every problem. Or we can be tempted to
give in to inertia, since it would seem that in any
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event nothing can be accomplished. At such
times, a living relationship with Christ is decisive
if we are to keep on the right path, without falling
into an arrogant contempt for man, something not
only unconstructive but actually destructive, or
surrendering to a resignation which would prevent
us from being guided by love in the service of
others. Prayer, as a means of drawing ever new
strength from Christ, is concretely and urgently
needed. People who pray are not wasting their
time, even though the situation appears desperate
and seems to call for action alone. Piety does not
undermine the struggle against the poverty of our
neighbours, however extreme. In the example of
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta we have a clear
illustration of the fact that time devoted to God in
prayer not only does not detract from effective
and loving service to our neighbour but is in fact
the inexhaustible source of that service. In her
letter for Lent 1996, Blessed Teresa wrote to her
lay co-workers: “We need this deep connection
with God in our daily life. How can we obtain it?
By prayer”.

Acts 15:3-23

3They

were sent on their journey by the church,
and passed through Phoenicia and Samaria
telling of the conversion of the Gentiles, and
brought great joy to all the brothers.
4When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were
welcomed by the church, as well as by the
apostles and the presbyters, and they reported
what God had done with them.
5But some from the party of the Pharisees who
had become believers stood up and said, “It is
necessary to circumcise them and direct them to
observe the Mosaic law.”
6The apostles and the presbyters met together to
see about this matter.
7After much debate had taken place, Peter got
up and said to them, “My brothers, you are well
aware that from early days God made his choice
among you that through my mouth the Gentiles
would hear the word of the gospel and believe.
8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by
granting them the holy Spirit just as he did us.
9He made no distinction between us and them,
for by faith he purified their hearts.
10Why, then, are you now putting God to the test
by placing on the shoulders of the disciples a
yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been
able to bear?
11On the contrary, we believe that we are saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same
way as they.”*
12The whole assembly fell silent, and they listened
while Paul and Barnabas described the signs and
wonders God had worked among the Gentiles
through them.
13After they had fallen silent, James responded,
“My brothers, listen to me.
14Symeon has described how God first
concerned himself with acquiring from among
the Gentiles a people for his name.
15The words of the prophets agree with this, as is
written:
16After this I shall return and rebuild the fallen

37. It is time to reaffirm the importance of prayer
in the face of the activism and the growing
secularism of many Christians engaged in
charitable work. Clearly, the Christian who prays
does not claim to be able to change God's plans or
correct what he has foreseen. Rather, he seeks an
encounter with the Father of Jesus Christ, asking
God to be present with the consolation of the
Spirit to him and his work. A personal
relationship with God and an abandonment to his
will can prevent man from being demeaned and
save him from falling prey to the teaching of
fanaticism and terrorism. An authentically
religious attitude prevents man from presuming to
judge God, accusing him of allowing poverty and
failing to have compassion for his creatures.
When people claim to build a case against God in
defence of man, on whom can they depend when
human activity proves powerless?

hut of David; from its ruins I shall rebuild it
and raise it up again,
17so

that the rest of humanity may seek out the
Lord, even all the Gentiles on whom my name

is invoked. Thus says the Lord who
accomplishes these things,
18known
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from of old.’
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is my judgment, therefore, that we ought to
stop troubling the Gentiles who turn to God,
20but tell them by letter to avoid pollution from
idols, unlawful marriage, the meat of strangled
animals, and blood.
21For Moses, for generations now, has had those
who proclaim him in every town, as he has been
read in the synagogues every sabbath.”
22Then the apostles and presbyters, in agreement
with the whole church, decided to choose
representatives and to send them to Antioch with
Paul and Barnabas. The ones chosen were Judas,
who was called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders
among the brothers.
23This is the letter delivered by them: “The apostles
and the presbyters, your brothers, to the brothers
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia of Gentile origin:
greetings.
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