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The Franciscan Journey  Readings Ch 21 

 

 
United States Catholic Catechism for Adults 

Pg 67-68 

 
CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE 

God willed the diversity of his creatures and 
their own particular goodness, their 

interdependence, and their order. He destined all 
material creatures for the good of the human 

race. Man, and through him all creation, is 
destined for the glory of God. 

—CCC, no. 353 
 

“God created man in his image . . . male 
and female he created them” (Gn 1:27). In 
figurative and symbolic language, Scripture 
describes God’s creating the first man and 
woman, Adam and Eve, and placing them in 
Paradise. They were created in friendship with 
God and in harmony with creation. The Church 
teaches that theirs was a state of original 
holiness and justice, with no suffering or death 
(cf. CCC, no. 376; GS, no. 18). 

The first man and woman were 
qualitatively different from and superior to all 
other living creatures on earth. They were 
uniquely made in the image of God, as are all 
human beings, their descendants. What does 
this mean? God’s image is not a static picture 
stamped on our souls. God’s image is a dynamic 
source of inner spiritual energy drawing our 
minds and hearts toward truth and love, and to 
God himself, the source of all truth and love. 

To be made in the image of God includes 
specific qualities. Each of us is capable of self-
knowledge and of entering into communion 
with other persons through self-giving. These 
qualities—and the shared heritage of our first 
parents—also form a basis for a bond of unity 
among all human beings. To be made in God’s 
image also unites human beings as God’s 
stewards in the care of the earth and of all 
God’s other creatures. 

Another important aspect of our 
creation is that God has made us a unity of 
body and soul. The human soul is not only the 
source of physical life for our bodies but is also 

the core of our spiritual powers of knowing 
and loving. While our bodies come into being 
through physical processes, our souls are all 
created directly by God. 

God created man and woman, equal to 
each other as persons and in dignity. Each is 
completely human and is meant to complement 
the other in a communion of persons, seen 
most evidently in marriage. 

Finally, we need to recognize that God 
created the first humans in a state of original 
holiness and justice, so that we are able to live 
in harmony with his plan. By his gracious will, 
he enabled us to know and love him, thus 
calling us to share his life. Our first parents also 
had free will and thus could be tempted by 
created things to turn away from the Creator. 

 
 

 
 
Francis: ‘Vivere Sine Proprio’ 
Poverty and Joy  -  Wm Short OFM  -  pgs 59-62 
 

(see next page) 
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Fifth Lesson 

The Minor Legend of St. Francis – 

St Bonaventure 

Francis of Assisi – The Founder – 

Vol II  Page 691 

 

 

 

Scripture Reflection                        Matthew 21:28-32 

The Parable of the Two Sons.  

28“What is your opinion? A man had two sons. He 

came to the first and said, ‘Son, go out and work 

in the vineyard today.’ 

29He said in reply, ‘I will not,’ but afterwards he 

changed his mind and went. 

30The man came to the other son and gave the 

same order. He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,’ but did not 

go. 

31Which of the two did his father’s will?” They 

answered, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Amen, 

I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God before you. 

32When John came to you in the way of 

righteousness, you did not believe him; but tax 

collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you 

saw that, you did not later change your minds and 

believe him. 


