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JOHN XXIII, Mater et Magista 

Christianity and Social Progress 

236. There are three stages which should normally be 

followed in the reduction of social principles into 

practice. First, one reviews the concrete situation; 

secondly, one forms a judgment on it in the light of 

these same principles; thirdly, one decides what in 

the circumstances can and should be done to 

implement these principles. These are the three 

stages that are usually expressed in the three terms: 

look, judge, act. 

237. It is important for our young people to grasp 

this method and to practice it. Knowledge acquired 

in this way does not remain merely abstract, but is 

seen as something that must be translated into 

action.  

When Differences Arise... 

238. Differences of opinion in the application of 

principles can sometimes arise even among sincere 

Catholics. When this happens, they should be 

careful not to lose their respect and esteem for 

each other. Instead, they should strive to find 

points of agreement for effective and suitable action, 

and not wear themselves out in interminable 

arguments, and, under pretext of the better or the 

best, omit to do the good that is possible and 

therefore obligatory. 

239. In their economic and social activities, Catholics 

often come into contact with others who do not 

share their view of life. In such circumstances, they 

must, of course, bear themselves as Catholics and do 

nothing to compromise religion and morality. Yet at 

the same time they should show themselves 

animated by a spirit of understanding and 

unselfishness, ready to cooperate loyally in achieving 

objects which are good in themselves, or can be 

turned to good. Needless to say, when the 

Hierarchy has made a decision on any point 

Catholics are bound to obey their directives. The 

Church has the right and obligation not   merely to 

guard ethical and religious principles, but also to 

declare its authoritative judgment in the matter of 

putting these principles into practice. 

 

 

 

On the Way to Work   Vinal Van Benthem    pgs 67-68 

 

 

 

Engaged Spirituality   Joseph Nangle OFM   pgs 44-46 
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Scripture Reflection                           Revelation 22:1-6 

1Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving 

water,* sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb 

2down the middle of its street. On either side of the 

river grew the tree of life* that produces fruit twelve 

times a year, once each month; the leaves of the trees 

serve as medicine for the nations. 

3Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. The 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 

servants will worship him. 

4They will look upon his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 

5Night will be no more, nor will they need light from 

lamp or sun, for the Lord God shall give them light, and 

they shall reign forever and ever.  

6And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and 

true, and the Lord, the God of prophetic spirits, sent his 

angel to show his servants what must happen soon.”

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/22#74022001-1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/22#74022002-1
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