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BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi 

Saved in Hope 

30. “In the course of our reflections it has become 

evident that we need a hope that goes further than 

the many greater or lesser hopes we experience 

day by day at different times in our lives. Clearly, 

only something infinite will suffice, something 

that will always be more than we can ever attain. 

It has also become clear, however, that this hope 

is constantly receding in our time; Biblical hope 

in the Kingdom of God has been displaced by 

hope in a kingdom of man that claims to be the 

real ‘Kingdom of God.’ We must be committed to 

improving the world, but a better world cannot be 

the proper and sufficient content of our hope. The 

questions always arise: When is the world better? 

What makes it good? What are the paths that lead 

to its goodness?” 

31. “Again, the greater and lesser hopes that keep 

us going day by day are not enough without the 

great hope that surpasses everything else. The 

foundation of every hope is the God who has a 

human face; He has loved us to the end, each one 

individually and humanity as a whole. His 

Kingdom is present wherever He is loved and 

wherever His love reaches us. Only with His love 

can we persevere day by day in this imperfect 

world in a life that is truly Life.” 
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The Undated Writings 

(V. Let no one be proud, but boast in the Cross of the 

Lord)    Francis of Assisi – The Saint  -  Vol 1 – Page 131 

1Consider, O human being, in what great 

excellence the Lord God has placed you, for He 

created and formed you to the image of His 

beloved Son according to the body and to His 

likeness according to the Spirit. Gn 1:27 

2And all creatures under heaven serve, know, and 

obey their Creator, each according to its own 

nature, better than you. 3And even the demons did 

not crucify Him, but you, together with them, 

have crucified Him and are still crucifying Him 

by delighting in vices and sins. 

4In what, then, can you boast? 5Even if you were 

so skillful and wise that you possessed all 

knowledge, 1 Cor 13:2 knew how to interpret 

every kind of language, 1 Cor 12:28 and to scrutinize 

heavenly matters with skill: you could not boast in 

these things. 6For, even though someone may 
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have received from the Lord a special knowledge 

of the highest wisdom, one demon knew about 

heavenly matters and now knows more about 

those of earth than all human beings. 

7In the same way, even if you were more 

handsome and richer than everyone else, and even 

if you worked miracles so that you put demons to 

flight: all these things are contrary to you; nothing 

belongs to you; you can boast in none of these 

things. 

8But we can boast in our weaknesses 2 Cor 12:5 and 

in carrying each day the holy cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Lk 14:27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reflection                           Luke 17:11-19 

The Cleansing of Ten Lepers.  

11As he continued his journey to 

Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and 

Galilee.* 

12As he was entering a village, ten lepers met 

[him]. They stood at a distance from him 

13and raised their voice, saying, “Jesus, 

Master! Have pity on us!”  

14And when he saw them, he said, “Go show 

yourselves to the priests.”* As they were going 

they were cleansed.  

15And one of them, realizing he had been 

healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud 

voice; 

16and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked 

him. He was a Samaritan. 

17Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, 

were they not? Where are the other nine? 

18Has none but this foreigner returned to give 

thanks to God?” 

19Then he said to him, “Stand up and go; your 

faith has saved you.”  

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/17#50017011-2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/17#50017014-1

